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This 160-page manual on teaching distance skills has been a
long overdue as a part of adding tothe "bag of tricks" for every-
one in agility. This manual offers a method of teaching a vari-
ety of skills tobe developed by the dog and handler team that
can be used on the regular agility course as well as preparing
the team for exhibiting in the Gamblers classes.

The workbook manual sets up an eight-week program that
includes instructor's notes, progress worksheets, facility lay-
outs and worksheets along with weekly exercises and student
notes.

Throughout the manual it stresses that consistency will
always be your best training tool. It offers a method that is
built on progressive steps toinsure success. The distance work
has tobe graduated, much as you would slowly raise the jump
heights for a novice dog. The ingredients in the recipe for dis-
tance work that transformsthe dog working close with com fort
and reliability, are experience and confidence. It is the obliga-
tion of the dog trainer tobegin the work with handling a mod-
est distance away from the dog and over time to stretch that
distance.

The manual offers a host of training exercises todevelop dif-
ferent skills. Some skills require a daily session with the dog
and will not be learned during one night a week at the training
center. Distance training like simple sequence training takes a
vision of where you are going, a plan to get there and a com-

mitment to actually do the training. One of Bud Houston's
favorite sayingsis: "Remember the Rule of 5000--anything you
do5000 times you own.

This manual helpstoremind the handler that agility is just
agame.lnremembering thisitwill help the handler toown the
fundamental key tounlocking the dog's motivation and teach-
ing the dog tolearn. The certainty of reward or correction pro-
vides the dog with the needed input to reason through the
desired behaviors and tolearn. The author's method of correc-
tion isaneutral act. Itisa helping hand topoint the dog in the
right direction. Reward is always positive whether it is food,
toys or praise. You should always end a training session with
SU CCess.

Thismanual iswell illustrated with a multitude of exercises
that show step -by- step movements of the dog and handlers
paths. It gives input to handling strategies and techniques to
aid the handler in seeing an alternate route and helping to
modify the dog's path to help eliminate trapsE or is that han-
dler challenges. It offers suggestions throughout on the ele-
ments of strategy and timing in order to maintain successful
handling.

This manual is a welcome addition to any agility addicts
library and may be ordered via the Web at www.cleanrun.com
or by calling 1-800-311-6503. Thisis certainly worth the money
spent!
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